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$6 Moravian opinwns on the Interment of the Dead. [Feb, 



there are many who have made 
no farther approaches towards the 
divine light of the gospel, than 
merely that they have been born 
in a Christian country. To inform 
and enlighten the minds of such 
persons, therefore, *mi«t be allow ed 
to be the first of christian duties, 
and paramount to that of conrert- 
in» the inhabitants of foreign and 
far distant regions ; for this we have 
the bright example of the divine 
author of oor religion, as he be- 
gan the work of reformation 
at home, and while he remained 
-upon earth, confined his preaching 
to the country of Judea alone ; 
might it not therefore be right to 
defer the conversion of tbe Hea- 
thens, till the work of reformation 
be in a more forward state at 
borne? 

To render the laudable exer- 
tions of the society more general* 
]f operative, ' I would most re- 
spectfully submit to the- consider- 
ation of the committee, the pro- 
priety' of opening a correspon- 
dence with all the different chari- 
table institution's for the purposes of 
education in this country, requir- 
ing of them the mant^r is which 
the institution is supported ; the 
number of scholars under tuition ; 
tbe plan of teaching pursued, and 
to what extent; accounts of what 
might be considered improvements 
in tbe mode of teaching, with all 
other such information as migbt be 
thought useful to" the cause to have 
made public. I should also re- 
commend to the society to con- 
sider the propriety of appointing 
inspectors to visit the different 
schools annually ; and from their 
Observations, to make reports of the 
general state of education in Ire- 
land. Tbe visitors to point out 
to the superintendents of the 
schools, all such improvements as 
they might think useful, and with 



candour and sincerity, to remark 
upon what they might conceive to 
be negligence or erroneous con- 
duct in the management of the 
school* { the society publishing a 
general statement annually, con- 
taining . sueh information as might 
be useful to tbe cause of educa- 
tion at large, and transmitting the 
same to the different schools, which 
should be paid for by them In- 
dividually. . By thi* means all im- 
portant and necessary information 
would be concentrated into one 
focus, and thence be transmitted 
to every seminary of eleemosy- 
nary education in the nation. 

I am fully aware that if such 
inspectors Were to be paid, tbe 
funds of the society might be in- 
adequate thereto; but I would hope 
that some public spirited gen- 
tlemen of independent fortune 
might be found, who would qua- 
lify themselves for the task, and 
combine it with their curiosity 
foe seeing: tbe country ; and that 
whilst they, are making the tour 
of their own country, gratifying 
and instructing themselves, they 
might render tri the, community 
an eminently valuable and useful 
piece of service; 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

T> tit Proprietor' *f tit Bdfait Mag 



IN your Monthly Magazine for 
November last, page 133. tbe fol- 
lowing passage occurs in the ac- 
count of Gracehill, given by Eri- 
gena r " Among the numerous sin- 
gular opinions which the Mora- 
vians entertain, one relative to 
their deceased members deserves 
to be noticed. They never inter 
in the ground which bad been 
previously used as a grave, as 
taey think that would impede the 
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resurrection of the person who had 
been first buried ;" with some re- 
flections grounded on that singular 
opinion. 

As your Magazine, Gentlemen, 
professes to be impartial, and to do 
justice to all parties, you can have no 
objection to insert the following in 
reply to the assertion of Erigena be- 
fore stated. 

Many indeed, and various are the 
singular opinions attributed to the so 
called Moravian!!, of which they 
themselves are totally ignorant, and 
which have their existence only in 
the singular conceptions, which tra- 
vellers form, when they take a has- 
ty and superficial survey of our set- 
tlements and manner*. Hence so 
many opposite and contradictory 
accounts, resting merely on the au- 
thority of travellers ; and if any of 
them possess celebrity, their ac- 
count must needs be true. Thus 
probably the account of Madame 
cje Stael of her visit it Keudiet- 
endorf, which lately appeared in 
the Belfast Chronicle, representing 
the Moravians as' the Monks »f 
Protestantism,' will probably, An 
account of the celebrity of the 
writer, be credited, though that ap- 
pellation is unfounded. 

The so called Moravian* con- 
cern themselves wary little about 
the different and. singular opinions 
entertained, and the unfounded 
judgments passed respecting them, 
since they are now-a-dav* well 
known, to their Christian friends 
of other, denetrnj nations, who have 
informed themselves of their doc- 
trine and . constitution, and ac- 
knowledge them to be sfcrict adher- 
ents td (he truth, as it is in Christ 
Jesus., 

Hor would any of the inhsbitants 
of Gracenill think It worth his- while 
t6 confute th'fe above allegation, 
(as though they thought that if two 
persons ware burisd, in the sam« 



grave, he that bad the misfortune 
of lying below would be impeded 
in his resurrection ; that is, to car- 
ry the idea a little farther, run 
a risk of coming too late,) if it 
had not appeared m your widely 
circulated Magazine 

The idea indeed is too absurd and 
ridiculous to* be entertained by airy 
people of common sense, such as. 
the so called Moravians are, how- 
ever, generally considered to be; 
but the fact is, that where tbey have 
but small burial grounds, as for in- 
stance at New York in North Arfle- 
rica, two corpses are always depo- 
sited in one and the same grave. If 
any impediment was feared; they 
would not, as for instance at Metro- 
hut in Upper Lesatia, make use ©f 
large atones, recording the name, 
birth, native place, departure jftSd 
age of the deceased. 

Our opinion of the resurrection 
is. founded on Scripture; and we are 
confident that at the sounding of the 
last trump, and. the voice of the 
Archangel, all the. dead will instan- 
taneously rise, whether they lie at 
the bottom of the sea, or are cover- 
ed With the ruins 6f tterfcdlanecim, 
or only with a light'sotf of earth. 

Meanwhile we deem it a sacred 
duty we owe to our friends and rela- 
tives, to give them, a quiet resting- 
place, and not to disturb their moil- 
dering bones. 

Gracehill, Jan. 20, 1814, 



To tit Prtfnttort eftht tidfait Magna*. 

A MISTAKE occurs in the nam- 
■* •*• ber of your Magazine for last 
December, which, though, in itself 
perhaps of but little importance, it 
may be proper to correct. 

In the few remarks Which you 
have prefixed to yOur report, of the 
speech of the Rev. Wm Shepheid, 
at page 484, you describe' that gen- 



